Increasing concentrations of air pollutants, which negatively affect human health and ecosystems, are a serious environmental concern in the world. Our society has made various efforts to reduce air pollutants, such as SO2, NO2, and O3. Tree planting in the urban environment could contribute to reducing concentrations of air pollutants. However, little information is available regarding atmospheric purification effects by urban trees. The purpose of this study was to quantify annual uptake of SO2, NO2, and O3 by urban parks in Seoul, Korea and to suggest planting strategies to improve atmospheric purification effects.
